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Morphology: Concept and Theoretical Perspective




Basic terminology

<+ Morphology

< Morpheme
< Morph
< Allomorphs




What 1s Morphology?

= Morphology is the scientific sti
formation.

= Minimal meaningful / gramma
word.

= The study of patterns of word
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Morpheme

= Minimal, meaningful unit of
grammar of a language.

= Not further divisible or analy
smaller forms.

= |fwe try to break up a morph
identity and it left with mean
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féF¥ :  “Morphemes are generally short sequences of
phonemes. These sequences are recurrent
but not all recurrent sequences are
morphemes. Morphemes can be usefully
described as the smallest meaningful units

In the structure of the language.”
\?
“";ﬂﬁ"?: “A linguistic form, which bears no partial

phonetic-semantic resemblance to any other
form, is a simple form or morpheme.”

WMz “Morphology is the study of morphemes and
their arrangements in the forming v.gqar
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MORPHEMES
o N

|Free Morphemes | ‘Bound Morphemes
Lexical Functional Derivational Inflectional
Morphemes | | Maorphemes Morphemes Morphemes
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Principles of morpheme identification
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Principles of morpheme identification

Principle: 1
Forms which have a common
1) semantic distinctiveness and

2) an identical phonemic form
in all their occurrences constitute a single morpheme,
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Principles of morpheme..... Cont......2

Principle: 2

Forms which have a common

1) semantic distinctiveness -- but which differ in phonemic
form may constitute a morpheme provided the distribution

of formal differences is phonologically definable.
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Principles of morpheme..... Cont......3

Principle: 3

Forms which have a common semantic distinctivenesss by
which differ in phonemic form in such a way that their
distribution cannot be phonologically defined constitute a single
morpheme if the forms are in complementary distribution.
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Principles of morpheme..... Cont......4

Principle: 4

An overt formal difference in a structural series constitutes a
morphmem if in any member of such a series, the overt formal
difference and a zero structural difference are the only significant
features for distinguishing a minimal unit of phonetic-semantic
distinctiveness. (i.e. replacives & zero allomorphs)
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Principles of morpheme..... Cont......5

Principle: 5

Homophonous forms are identifiable as the same or different morphemes on the basis of:
distantly different meanings = different morphemes

with related meanings = one if meaning classes are paralleled by distributional difference, =
several if the meaning classes are not paralleled by distributional differences
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Principles of morpheme..... Cont......6

Principle: 6

A morpheme is isolatable it if occurs:

1) in isolation

2) in multiple combinations in at least one of which the unit with which it is
combined occurs in isolation or in other combinations.

3) in a single combination provided the element with which it is combined occurs
in isolation or in other cominations with nonunique constitutuents.
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